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What Did You Do Today? The First Day of School by Toby Forward 

Timothy Tugbottom Says No! by Anne Tyler 

All of Baby, Nose to Toes by Victoria Adler 

It’s Going to Be Perfect! by Nancy Carlson 

First the Egg by Laura Vaccaro Seeger 

Some Things Change by Mary Murphy 

Growing Like Me by Anne Rockwell 

I’m a Big Brother by Joanna Cole 

Loose Tooth by Lola M. Schaefer 

When I Was King by Linda Ashman 

My Preschool by Anne Rockwell 

Nursery Rhyme:  Pat-A-Cake 
 

Songs & Fingerplays to Share: 

Five Spring Things 
 

When I look, I hope to see 
Five little things that say it’s spring. 

One is leaves upon the trees, 
Two is grass that turns to green. 

Three are flowers orange, red, and yellow, 
Four is the robin, a worm-eating fellow. 
The last spring thing, or number five, 

Is the springtime rain that brings it all alive. 
http://www.kindergartentreehouse.com/spring.html 

Your next visit will be: May _____   
Next month’s theme will be: “The Great Outdoors” 

 
One Little Baby 

One little baby rocking in a tree  
(hold up one finger/rock arms) 

Two little babies splashing in the sea  
(two fingers/pretend to splash) 

Three little babies crawling on the floor  
(three fingers/crawl fingers on knee) 

Four little babies banging on the door  
(four fingers/pretend to knock) 

Five little babies playing hide and seek  
(five fingers/cover your eyes) 

Keep your eyes closed now…until I say…PEEK! 
(uncover eyes) 

storytimekatie.com 
 

 
 
 

CD: “Shortnin’ Bread” from Under a Shady Tree by Laurie Berkner 

Look, I’m a Butterfly 
(tune: Pop Goes the Weasel) 

I spin and spin my chrysalis, 
(circle fingers on the palm) 

Then go to rest inside. 
(circle fingers and rest hand on palm) 

When I come out, I’ve changed indeed… 
(open fingers slowly) 
Look! I’m a butterfly! 

(fly fingers away) 
nuttinbutpreschool.com 

Homes 
Here is a nest for a robin, 

(hands form nest) 
Here is a hive for a bee. 

(one hand in a fist, cover with other 
hand) 

Here is a hole for a bunny, 
(hands form a circle) 

And here is a home for me! 
(use hands to make roof over head) 

Off To School 
(Tune: Mary Had A Little Lamb) 

Now we're going off to school, 
Off to school, off to school. 

Now we're going off to school, 
To sing and dance and play.   

perpetualpreschool.com     



Road to Reading Tip: 
Which Way is Up? Knowing how to handle a book is an important early literacy skill for  

all children ~ provide plenty of opportunities to learn how books “work”! When children 

are very young, they treat books as toys—they play with them. With more experience, 

they learn to orient the book so the pictures (and words) are in 

the correct position and turn the pages in sequence. Occasionally 

run your finger under words as you read aloud—this reinforces that 

words are read from left to right. 
QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS?!  Call  Melinda Chase, Bel Air Branch, at 410 638-3151, ext. 2279.    

If you have an urgent message for me, please speak with the operator at 410-638-4800 (beginning at 8 AM) 

e-mail: chase@hcplonline.org  

Book of the Month 
Moving with Kids: 25 Ways to Ease Your Family’s Transition to a New Home  
by Lori Collins Burgan          PTC 648.9 B 

Thirteen million children in the U.S. each year leave behind familiar people and places to 

move to new homes across town and across the country. Moving can be hard for parents 

too, as they must not only prepare themselves but also help their children cope with the 

changes. In Moving with Kids, social worker and mother of three Lori Collins Burgan   

offers 25 practical, action-oriented tips for parents before, during, and after a move. 

Tips include giving kids a sense of control and involvement in the move, making the physical move less 

stressful, and creating a sense of belonging in a new home. Written with busy parents in mind, this book 

is accessible and concise—perfect for anyone looking to help children adjust to a move. 

Activity Ideas: 
Gingerbread House: This easy-to-make gingerbread house will be the toast of the town! 

First add a pinch each of ground allspice and ground ginger to a cinnamon-sugar mixture. 

Then toast a piece of bread for each child. Next, have children use a house-shaped cookie 

cutter to cut the toast. Help the children spead whipped butter on the toast, then sprinkle 

with the sugar-and-spice mixture. Invite the children to decorated their houses with cereal 

in an assortment of shapes and colors. As a finishing touch, provide someone to live in the 

house—a small gingerbread cookie!    Mailbox Magazine, Preschool Edition Dec/Jan 02-03 

 

Do the Locomotion! Transition times can be difficult for preschoolers! For example: if your child is reluc-

tant to turn off the TV and get into the tub, make the journey itself a diversion by having her crawl 

like a snake or hop like a bunny to the bathroom. Introduce new movements each time, such as waddling 

like a duck, stomping like an elephant, chugging like a train, tapping on the walls, or pretending to hold a 

jackhammer as she walks.                 parents.com 

 More Books to Share: 
Now We Have a Baby by Lois Rock 

When I Am a Sister by Robin Ballard 
Time To Say Bye-Bye by Maryann Cocca-Leffler 

When Mommy and Daddy Go To Work by Joanna Cole  

On the Way to Kindergarten by Virginia Kroll 

WOW! School! by Robert Neubecker 

The Bus for Us by Suzanne Bloom 

Moving Day by Jo S. Kittinger 

mailto:chase@hcplonline.info


Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker’s man! 

Bake me a cake as fast as you can; 

Roll it and pat it and mark it with a “B”. 

Put it UP in the oven for baby and me! 

EARLY LITERACY EXTRA!  LETTER KNOWLEDGE  

Rolled out play dough and alphabet cookie cutters provide children with a fun way to  practice        

LETTER KNOWLEDGE: knowing that letters look different from each other and knowing letter names  

and sounds. 
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