
 
 

CONTACT: Leslie Greenly Smith 

  Marketing & Communications Administrator 

PHONE: 410-273-5707 

EMAIL: smithl@hcplonline.org 

 

For Immediate Release 

 

Harford County Public Library's Charm City Series  

Features Author Kevin Cowherd on April 24 in Jarrettsville 
Popular author will discuss his new book, "When the Crowd Didn't Roar: How Baseball’s 

Strangest Game Ever Gave a Broken City Hope" 
 

Jarrettsville, Md., March 20, 2019  -- As part of Harford County Public Library's Charm City 

Series, New York Times-bestselling author Kevin Cowherd discusses and signs his new book on 

Wednesday, April 24, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Jarrettsville Library, 3722 Norrisville Road in 

Jarrettsville. Advance registration is recommended by visiting HCPLonline.org. 

 

"When the Crowd Didn't Roar: How Baseball’s Strangest Game Ever Gave a Broken City Hope" 

is about the Orioles-White Sox game on April 29, 2015, the only Major League game ever 

played without fans. Baltimore was reeling from the devastating riots sparked by the death in 

police custody of Freddie Gray. The eerily quiet stadium was on lockdown for public safety and 

because police were needed elsewhere to keep the tense city from exploding anew.  

 

After his remarks the evening of April 24, Cowherd will do a book signing, and a photo 

opportunity will be available.  Books must be purchased in advance; they will not be available 

that evening. For those interested in purchasing a book, the publisher is offering a 40 percent 

advance discount (enter the code 6AS19):  

https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/university-of-nebraska-press/9781496213297/ 

 

Cowherd's book chronicles this unsettling contest, as well as the tragic events that led up to it 

and the therapeutic effect the game had on a troubled city. The story comes vividly to life 

through the eyes of city leaders, activists, police officials and the media who covered the 

tumultuous unrest on the streets of Baltimore. The ballplayers, umpires, managers and 

front-office personnel of the teams who played in this singular game as well as the fans who 

watched it from behind locked gates also share their experiences. In its own way, amid the 

uprising and great turmoil, baseball stopped to reflect on the fact that something different was 

happening in Baltimore and responded to it in an unprecedented way, making this the unlikeliest 

and strangest game ever played.   
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Cowherd is an award-winning sports columnist and features writer who worked for The 

Baltimore Sun for 32 years. He is the New York Times best-selling author of "Hothead," "The 

Closer" and four other baseball novels for young readers written with Cal Ripken Jr. He is also 

the author of four books of nonfiction, including "Way Down in the Hole: The Meteoric Rise," 

and "Tragic Fall and Ultimate Redemption of America’s Most Promising Cop."  

 

"Kevin Cowherd is such a popular author with Harford County Public Library customers," said 

Mary Hastler, CEO. "He has spoken at library events on numerous occasions and always draws 

an enthusiastic crowd. His new book chronicles a baseball game unlike any other, at a stadium 

that many of us have visited. We look forward to welcoming Kevin back to Harford County."  

 

Harford County Public Library operates 11 branches located throughout Harford County. More 

than 1.6 million visitors use library services and resources each year. In 2018 Harford County 

Public Library was named one of America's Star Libraries for the eighth time by Library 

Journal.  It was also the recipient of a 2018 Graphic Design USA American Inhouse Design 

Award. For more information, visit HCPLonline.org.  
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